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Dear Minority Nursing Scholarship Applicant:

Rockford Health System is committed to providing “Superior Care.  Every Day.  For All Our Patients”.  Recognizing that the rich diversity of our community includes a growing minority population, we are committed to encouraging and supporting minority students who elect to pursue a career in nursing.  We want enthusiastic nursing candidates to return home and provide superior care to the Rockford Community.

Rockford Health System is offering six (6) two thousand dollar scholarships to minority high school seniors in Winnebago County or minority students already enrolled in a regional college nursing program.  Thanks to the generosity of the Rockford Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, three of the six scholarships are being offered to Hispanic nursing students who are fluent in Spanish, both oral and written.  Rockford Health System is offering the three remaining scholarships for African-American nursing students. You will be asked to specify which of the two scholarships you wish to apply for on the application.  
In order to qualify for consideration you must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale and plan to attend or are currently attending an accredited 2 or 4 year College or University Nursing Program in Northwestern Illinois.  Scholarship recipients’ are eligible for renewable scholarships based on competitive grade point average.
The required documentation includes a completed application form (pages 4-6).  Please fill in all blanks.  “NA” may be entered in spaces that are not applicable.  The application form must be received by April 15, 2010.
Two letters of recommendation are required, one from an academic source and one from an extra-curricular source who knows the applicant well.  The applicant is responsible for having these letters also received by April 15, 2010.
An essay of 750 words is required indicating why you have chosen nursing as a career, your goals for the future and how this scholarship will help you meet these goals.  This is an opportunity for you to distinguish yourself and to provide us insight.  The selection process includes an interview with Rockford Health System’s scholarship committee.
 Sincerely,

Evelyn Pagan, Chair, Search Committee 
Minority Nursing Scholarship Criteria & Documentation

QUALIFICATION CRITERIA:

1. Must be a high school senior enrolled in Winnebago County school or current college student in a nursing program.

2. Must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

3. Must plan on attending or already enrolled in an accredited 2–year Junior College or 4–year college or university.

4. To apply for the Hispanic Nursing Scholarship, you must be fluent in Spanish, both oral and written.

5. All materials must be received by specified deadline.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION:

1. Completed application. (Pages 3-5).

2. Official transcript with class rank and ACT/SAT scores must accompany application.

3. At lease two letters of recommendation; one from an academic source, the other from an extracurricular source.

4. A 750 word essay indicating why you have chosen nursing as a career, your goals for the future and how this scholarship will help you meet these goals.

5. Signed application.

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

1. Academic performance based on ACT/SAT scores and high school grades.
2. Competitive grade point average.

3. Extra-curricular activities.

4. Community service.

5. Oral and written communication skills based on personal interview and narrative.

6. Letters of recommendation.

TIMING:

1. All information must be received by April 15, 2010, without exception.

Mail completed application and required documentation to:

Rozene Smith, Director of Human Resources & Diversity
Rockford Health System

2400 North Rockton Avenue

Rockford, Illinois 61103
rozsmith@rhsnet.org 

Application Form
I am applying for (please circle one):
· African-American Nursing Scholarship
· Hispanic Nursing Scholarship

The following information must be typed or written in ink.  It will be used to assist Rockford Health System in determining your qualifications for a scholarship and will be held in the strictest of confidence.  The deadline is April 15, 2010.
	Section 1:  Personal Data




Name 












           Last




First




M.I.

Address 











  Number / Street

City





State



Zip

Telephone





School





Cumulative Grade Point Average

Enrollment Status Fall of 2010
(    Full – Time

(    Part - Time
Name of College 
(    Two–year college

(    Four–year college

	Section 2:

School and Community Activities, and Special Awards/Recognitions




List below activities in which you have participated: in school, in the community (your church or other community groups.)  Also list any awards and or special recognitions you have received.  (If it is easier to compile this information in a resume format, please feel free to do so.  Otherwise, list any additional activities you are unable to include below on a separate sheet.)

School Activities

	Organization
	Member/Office Held
	Year

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Special Honors and/or Awards Received

	Honor/Award
	Year
	Honor/Award
	Year

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Community

	Organization
	Participation
	Year

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Section 3:

Counselor Information

(To be filled in a signed by counselor)




Attach applicant’s school transcript

Rank in Class:  
 out of 


Cumulative grade point average 


ACT Test Score 



SAT Test Score 



Counselor’s Signature (required) 








	Section 4:

Letters of Recommendation




Please attach two (2) typewritten letters of recommendation from individuals who have known you for two (2) or more years, have observed your leadership skills, and can attest to your academic ability, character, and potential to accomplish your goals.  It is recommended one letter of recommendation be from an academic source and the other from an extracurricular source.  Attach the letters to this application and indicate their name and title below:

Name 







Title 




Name 







Title 




	Section 5:

Narrative / Signature




Please attach a typewritten 750 word essay indicating why you’ve chosen nursing as a career, your goals for the future and how a scholarship from Rockford Health System will help you meet these goals.  

Applicant’s Signature 
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